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1.2 Welcome Statement

The AG. Director of the Department of Children, Ms. Mariama Yayah stated her gratitude to be part of the 

Child Protection Network meeting. In her statement, she said the meeting had come about as the Child 

Protection Network to reflect recommendations made by partners to that effect.  Consideration for this 

change in strategy emanated from the realization that the MCCP did not have any legal backing. She 

pointed to the fact that  the number of partners promoting child protection issues had increased over the 

years with each having a unique contribution to make, hence the need to broaden the scope of partnership. 

In view of the challenge regarding the legalization of the MCCP, she expressed the hope that with the 

current review of the Children’s Act and the development of the Child Protection Policy will address them 

so that this network will be duly recognized.

She went on to give the purpose of the meeting. Thus to obtain updates on the situation of Child Protection 

in Ghana, to reactivate the multisectoral committee on Child Protection and finally to harness efforts and 

identify pragmatic mechanisms for the best interest of the Ghanaian child. 

She asked members to listen to successes made by other partners as well as the challenges faced towards 

the achievement of these successes. She ended her statement with a warm welcome to all participants of

the Child Protection Network meeting.

1.3 UNICEF Remarks

Dr. Iyabo Olusanmi UNICEF Country Representative wished all a happy new year and wished that the good 

things happening will continue. She congratulated MOWAC and DOC for their efforts in organizing this 

network meeting. She said UNICEF is delighted to be associated with a program like this and that in the last 

few years, UNICEF has encouraged and supported the set up of four regional child protection networks –the 

three Northern Regions and the Western Region and is looking forward to set up similar networks in the six 

other regions. These networks create the forum for key sectors to discuss issues on child protection and 

promotion and to collaborate in getting inputs over to their respective organisations for action. It was her

hope that, efforts will be made to link these new established ones to the National network to ensure better 

co-ordination.

She added that despite the number of committees, coordination among government ministries, 

departments and agencies is often cited as a challenge. Challenges to effective coordination include weak 

leadership, funding constraints, lack of commitment from stakeholders, absence of clearly defined tasks 
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and priorities, infrequent meetings, weak or inconsistent representation of participating agencies, and lack 

of commitment to move from discussions to actions. The ongoing challenge for the network is real but 

discipline is required from all members to overcome the challenges and strengthen the network.

She concluded that UNICEF remains committed to preventing and responding to the protection of children. 

1.4 Statement from Hon. Deputy Minister [MOWAC]

The Hon. Dep. Minister, Hajia Hawawu Boya Gariba took the opportunity to express appreciation to UNICEF 

for the immense support given the Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs to be able to bring partners 

together to discuss child protection issues.

She added that it is her wish that the network will promote effective referral systems between agencies to 

speed up actions where necessary to curtail unnecessary delays during the execution of cases of abuse, 

neglect and justice for victims. 

Additionally, she entreated all partners gathered to see this network as a medium for sharing experiences 

and the opportunity to learn from best practices for effective collaboration. 

For effective implementation of decisions of the network, the Hon, Dep. Minister looked up to the MCCP to 

provide leadership for the network. In this regard, the MCCP will be the supervisory body of the network to 

direct and spearhead activities. The MCCP will also provide an avenue for feedback since every sector will 

have representation.     

She acknowledged that there will be challenges in various ways however; it was her belief that with 

dedication and commitment of the Child Protection Network, all would put in their services and resources 

towards the efficient and effective implementation of strategies to the benefit of our dear children. She 

entreated members of the network to share in each other’s joy and successes as well as challenges.

She therefore called on all partners to be committed in making this network grow by cooperating with each 

other and harnessing resources to bring smiles to the faces of Ghanaian children. 
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2.0 PARTNERS’ PRESENTATIONS AND UPDATES

2.1 Attorney Generals’ Department

Mrs. Estelle Matilda Appiah, Director of Legislative Drafting of the Attorney-General’s Department, gave her 

presentation on the impending legislations before parliament. 

The first issue she handled was the Intestate Succession Bill. In her highlights, she said the bill when passed 

will improve provisions for the immediate family, deal with the competing interest of the step parent and 

surviving children, take account of the children of the deceased in school, provide percentage formula 

where deceased is survived by child only, provide percentage formula where deceased is survived by a 

spouse and children from another woman and finally, provide that spouse or child opportunity to Court for 

sale or redemption of the mortgaged estate.

Secondly, she gave the highlights on the Property Rights of Spouses Bill which is before Parliament. The 

Property Right of Spouses Bill hopes to achieving an indirect benefit to children, providing equal access to 

jointly acquired property during marriage, the equal access to jointly acquired property during cohabitation, 

the equitable distribution between spouses on dissolution of marriage, the recognition of the contribution 

of non-working spouse which applies across all marriage types and taking into account, rented property and 

shelter of the family.

Moving on, she also outlines the Mental Health Bill. The bill takes into account the human rights of people 

with mental disorder, provides for spiritual and traditional treatment, provides community based care, 

protects vulnerable groups and makes specific provisions for children with mental disorder.

Under the National Health Insurance Bill, it also provides for the weaknesses of the District Mutual Health 

Insurance Schemes, deals with the 59 legal issues and 8 operational and implementation challenges, 

provides new governance, institutional, operational scheme, and provides a category of exempted persons.

She also gave highlights of proposed Legislation at the preparation stage. In this there are the provisions of 

rules for intra-country and inter-country adoptions.
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She also mentioned some anticipated legislation which included Domestic Violence Regulations under the 

Domestic Violence Act, 2007 (Act 732), Human Trafficking Regulations under the Human Trafficking Act, 

2005 (Act 694), and Legislation on Surrogacy.

2.2 Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Mrs. Florence Ayisi Quartey of the Department of Children gave a presentation on the Child Protection 

Activities towards the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The key notes were:

2.2.1 Violence Against Children

On the above issue, there is a drafted 5 year action plan on Violence Against Children, VAC (2008-2012), 

which is still being implemented. Again, DOC has done a lot of public education on VAC, which has received 

extensive media coverage.

2.2.2 Corporal Punishment

On the issue of corporal punishment, DOC received funding from UNICEF for a study on the use of corporal 

punishment on children in Schools and Homes. The study was done in collaboration with CURIOUS Minds. 

The report is ready and DOC has launched a National campaign on Corporal Punishment. DOC had also 

already commenced debate on Alternative Corrective measures in 10 communities in 5 regions namely 

Nsuatre, Kato, Pasro, Adankwane, Akote, Trotor, Sekondi, Diabene, Ola and Kwaprow.

The community Debate has also been very successful and DOC is looking for additional funding to further 

broaden it.

2.2.3 Internet Use by Children

DOC has carried out a study on the use of Internet by Children and disseminated study findings in few

schools in Accra. There was a call for more funds required to enable DOC share findings and also to carry 

out public education on child internet abuse in the country.
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2.2.4 Compilation of Ghana’s 3rd, 4th & 5th Consolidated report to the UNCRC

In her report on the state of the report of the CRC, she said Regional Consultations have been done and 

requests had been sent for inputs from partners. DOC has already commenced writing on the report and a 

draft report would be ready in the Middle of March 2011

2.2.5 Dissemination of Laws

On dissemination of laws, there had been community dissemination exercises through puppetry. Others are 

laws which include the Human Trafficking Act and Domestic Violence Act.

There is also the development of Information, Communication and Educational Materials such as the 

Golden Dish and simplified versions of various laws & part of the constitution.

2.2.6 Improving Child Participation

On efforts to improve child participation, there is the celebration of Calendar day events such as National 

Children’s Day, AU Day among others. There are also meetings and interaction of children with policy 

makers such as parliamentarians, Ministers, among others.

2.3 Human Trafficking Secretariat

Mr. Clarke Noyoru from the Human Trafficking Secretariat in his presentation highlighted that Section 32 of 
the Human Trafficking Act enacts the establishment of a HT Secretariat at MOWAC for the HT Board. The 

Secretariat shall provide secretarial functions to the HT Board to discharge its mandate provided for in 
section 30 of the Act and shall also coordinating Board meetings and the implementation of the HT Act

2.3.1 What Constitutes HT?

There are four main components of Human Trafficking. These are
1. Recruitment

2. Transport

3. Harbouring

4. Receipt
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According to her notification, some committees are issue-specific (labour, trafficking) while others have a 

broader child rights / child protection mandate. 

She also said that these institutions are not necessarily linked to DSW or conceived as the lowest rung of 

the government social welfare system.

2.5.5 Programmes and Services

Touching on programmes and services by the above mentioned agencies and institutions, Sheema stated 

some preventive and response services

On Prevention, these were her issues; 

• Broad awareness raising and community sensitisation had been undertaken, generally focusing on 

specific child protection issues such as trafficking, child labour.  

• Significant investment in both community-based and school-based awareness programmes, but 

often limited to one issue. 

Sheema stated that there was less attention on youth crime prevention and sensitising community to 

mitigate harsh community responses to child offenders. 

2.5.6 Response Services

• Currently no mechanisms for proactive identification of children in need of protection. Welfare 

officers respond to cases that come to them (mainly child custody and maintenance)

• DOVVSU has become the main entry point for services. 

• As a result, protection services are generally only available for children who have experienced the 

most severe forms of abuse or exploitation.

• Focus tends to be on rescue and removal. Temporary places of safety remain a challenge, and focus 

had been on shelter-based, rather than family-based solutions.

• Referrals seem to be functioning reasonably well to ensure that the child’s immediate needs are 

met, e.g. access to health care, counselling (DSW or NGO), and temporary safe shelter. 
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• But capacity for follow-up and continuing support after the initial crisis stage is very limited.

2.5.7 Findings

Among some of UNICEFS findings are;

• The reach of formal child protection services is quite limited, and there is a strong community 

resistance to reporting cases.

• Limited linkages between the formal and informal system. But strong support amongst child 

protection professionals for working together with traditional / community leaders, and some 

innovative community-based models that could be better integrated into the child protection 

system.

• Child welfare practices within the formal system still informed more by UK approaches rather than 

local practices and local realities. 

• Because DOVVSU has taken a leading role, the child protection system has leaned towards a 

reactive, medico-legal model. There is less emphasis on early intervention , or to more supportive 

child and family support services as separate and distinct from criminal interventions. 

• There has been some engagement with teachers and health workers on child protection issues, but 

their role and mandate is not clear. They could be playing a much stronger role in prevention, early 

identification and referral. 

• There had been some examples of holistic, integrated approaches focused on prevention, early 

intervention and response, but they tend to be fragmented and small-scale projects focused on 

particular issues (e.g. child labour).

• Significant progress had been made in strengthening individual pieces of the puzzle (child protection 

committees, CAN referral protocols) but this is being done in isolation without an overarching vision 

of what the system should look like and how these pieces interconnect

2.5.8 Recommendations

In her recommendations, she said there is the need to;

– Define agreed principles and approaches to child welfare and protection services;
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2.6.3 Way forward

DOVVSU will continue to sensitize and recruit more police officers into it and expand into more areas in the 

country.

2.7 Child Protection Unit: (Korle-Bu) 

The update of the korle-Bu Child Abuse Unit was given by Dr. Eben Badoe. In his presentation, he said the 

centre was inaugurated on the 7th of December 2009. He acknowledged the culmination efforts of UNICEF, 

Ministry of Women and Children and the Department of Child Health. He paid tribute to the Head of 

Department at Korle-Bu, Prof Welbeck for agreeing to incessant demands for a sole place for child 

protection work .He said this is officially the first unit to be established in the country in any hospital and 

perhaps in West Africa solely dedicated to Child abuse work. It is child friendly and indeed a very nice place 

for all. 

He sang the praises of Airtel for investing a significant amount of money for children in Ghana. He added 

that UNICEF has funded the super textbooks, high quality digital cameras and computers. Child Health 

Foundation also made some contribution towards starting work at the unit and the writing desks. The unit 

has the capability of training doctors belonging to the Ghana College of Physicians and the West African 

College of Physicians in child abuse work. UNICEF funded a training course for doctors drawn from all 

disciplines-namely surgery, obstetrics, child health and medicine in late 2008. This was followed by a course 

at Erata Hotel for doctors drawn from all the regions.

2.7.1 Achievements

Dr. Badoe in his update informed members of his unit receiving a colposcope from Germany which is an 

instrument first developed for the visualisation of the adult cervix. This instrument is most valuable for 

detailed examination of the female genitalia including the hymen. 

2.7.2 Challenges

After its inauguration, the training of doctors and nurses has reduced. Again, the major headache is the lack 

of high level skills for the Paediatricians in training.
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APPENDIX

Details of Members

NAME ORGANISATION NUMBER E-MAIL
Clarke Noyoru HTS, MOWAC 0244-988327 clarkecalies@yahoo.com
Josephine Akaba CHRAJ 0208-390347 jyakaba@gmail.com
Sarah Akonor ARK 0302-511610 antiudenceprogram@yahoo.com
Dr. Sagoe MOses G.H.S i-sagoemoses@yahoo.com
Elizabeth kofie DV Secretariate 0242-159643
ASP Elvis Sadongo Police Hospital 0208-130635 esadongo@hotmail.com
Florence Ali GAWW 0302-255259 Gaww255@yahoo.co.uk
Cecilia Apronti Dept. Of Comm. Devt. 0249-070327 Ceeha2000@yahoo.com
Eric Okrah UNICEF 0208-165001 eaokrah@unicef.org

Estelle Appiah Ministry of Justice 0277-425147 appiahestelle@yahoo.co.uk
Sheema Sen Gupta UNICEF 0244-334997 ssengupita@unicef.org
Iddris Abdullah UNICEF 0244-407954 iabdullah@unicef.org
Emelia Allah UNICEF 0302-772524 eallan@unicef.org
Nii Osa Mills Legal Consultant 0241-227960 Nomandoco1@yahoo.com
Stella Ofori Child Labour Unit 0247-598462 amaofori@yahoo.com
Florence Ayisi Quartey Dept. Of Children 0244-374480 annorf@yahoo.com
S. T. Adongo Dept. Of Soc. Welfare sadongo@yahoo.com
Lawrence A. Azam Dept. Of Soc. Welfare
Helena o. Asamoah Dept. Of Soc. Welfare 0245-084031 nellybright@yahoo.com
Cecilia Anderson World Vision 0244-438723 Cecelia-anderson@wvi.org
Kingsley Asare addo Birth & Deaths Registry 0244-215830 kingarro@yahoo.com
Dr. E.V. Badoe G.M.S, Korle Bu benbadoe@yahoo.co.uk
ASP Freeman Tettey DOVVSU 0244-630186 bosniafreeman@yahoo.com
Kingsley Obeng-Kyereh Curious Minds 0288-262722 tkok212@gmail.com
Edmund Bosompem Plan Ghana 0208-114793 edmundbosompem@yahoo.com
Rowena Atta-Kessun CHRAJ 0244-276281 kukesson@yahoo.com
Benedicta Laryea FIDA-Ghana 0302-229283 oboshielaryea@yahoo.com
Jane Quaye FIDA-Ghana 0201-433035 janquaye@yahoo.com
Mrs. Ruth Addison Dept. Of Children 0302229095
Ms. Mariama Yayah Dept. Of Children 0302223425


