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PRESENTATION BY HON. JULIANA AZUMAH-MENSAH (MP), MINISTER FOR 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN’S AFFAIRS AT THE 2011 MEET-THE-PRESS HELD 

AT THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF MINISTRY OF INFORMATION ON 
THURSDAY, 17TH NOVEMBER, 2011

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs (MOWAC) is the statutory national 
machinery responsible for the promotion of gender equality, equity, women’s 
empowerment as well as ensuring the survival, protection, development and 
participation of children in Ghana. The Ghana Shared Growth and Development 
Agenda make provisions for the need to strengthen the position of women and 
children so as to facilitate their contribution to national development. The 
programmes and activities of the Ministry for the reviewing year were therefore 
aimed at achieving the Government of the Republic of Ghana’s Development policy 
objectives as clearly outlined in the Ghana’s Shared Growth and Development 
Agenda (GSGDA), 2010-2013.

In addition to embarking on programmes under the key thematic areas in the 
GSGDA, our Ministry followed through the activities outlined under the various 
international obligations relevant to the mandate of MOWAC, that Ghana is a party 
to. The key international obligations that fall within the mandate of MOWAC are:

i. The UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
ii. The Convention on  the Elimination of All  forms of Discrimination Against 

Women (CEDAW)
iii. The UN Commission on the Status of Women
iv. International Women’s Day Celebration
v. African Women’s Decade (AWD)
vi. Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (BPfA)
vii. African Union Day of the Child.

1.2 Structure of MOWAC
MOWAC has two implementing Departments; Department of Women and 
Department of Children with representation in all the ten regions. MOWAC also 
runs the Human Trafficking (HT) Secretariat, Domestic Violence (DV) Secretariat, 
the Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) Secretariat and the Gender 
Responsive Skills and Community Development Project (GRSDP).

1.3 Key Gender Issues
The key gender issues that impede the country’s sustainable socio-economic 
development agenda are:
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Finally, but not the least, we appreciate the immense contribution and cooperation 
of the Media in our quest for gender equity, equality, women’s empowerment and 
children’s protection and rights.


